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G.FEEC‘E OF THE -
ADMBHSTRATOR
" The Honorable David Vitter
Ranking Member
Corunittee on Environment and Piblic Works
United States Senate :
“Washington, DC 205 10

Dear Senstor Vitter:

Tam writing to update you with regard to progress on the requests that vou have made of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the context of the confirmation process for
Gina MeCarthy, President Obama’s nominee for Administrator of the EPA.

One of your requests relates to research data underpinning certain larpe-scale epidemiological -

studies focusing on the health effects of particulate matter and ozone pollution. As part of this

request, vour stafl conveyed a list requesting study protocois, questionnaires, software and other

non-confidential information related to these studies. The FPA committed to engaging with the :
, Televant research institations and researchers to work toweards obtaining the requested materials,

As indicated in the enclosures, letiers have been sent to this end to the relevant reseérchers and :

wewill keep vou apprised of progress on tﬁis fromt. ' |

. With regard 1o your request for the underlying raw data from the relevant studies, the EPA has

- requested from the relevant researchers the research data required to be provided under the
Shelby Amendment, consistent with applicable protections for private medical and similar
information. As indicated in the enclosed letters, this request has been made for the two
remaining studies that are the subject of your request that are subjeet to the Shelby Amendment.
Additionally, as reflected in the relevant enclosed letter, the Agency has sent forward to Dr.
Michael Jerrett your request for the full set of data files relating 1o his 2009 study entitled “Long-
Term Ozone Exposure and Mortality” published in the New England Journal of Medicine, which
15 not presently subject to the Shelby Amendment,

Further, the EPA committed to engage with relevant research institutions, and other entitics with
relevant expertise in this area, 1o get further information about technical options to get access to
additional data you have requested. To this end, the EPA has been in contact with a number of
relevant institutions to gather background information, Those letters are attached, Again, we will
keep you apprised of progress with regard to this engagement.

In response to a separete request, the EPA commitied 1o work with the Agenicy's Science
Advisory Board to establish an expert panel to advise the Agency on the use of whole economy
‘modeling to estimate the whole econerny Impacts resulting from the benefits and costs of EPA
reguliations. As you have requested, we have asked the Scieatific Advisory Board to select a
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balanced panel, and have included your request of having members that have expertise in “whole
economy modeling at the macro and micro level, including granular analysis of regulatory
impact and full causality/ripple effects...” T have signed a written memorandum o the Science
Advisory Board to initiate this progess. That memorandum is attached.

Finaily, in response to another request, the EPA commitied to establish a website 1o post
petitiens forrulemaking received by the Agency. That website is now Hve and tracks petitions -
received by the Ageney starting at the beginning of this year, That website can be found at
hitp:ffwww2.epa goy/aboutepa/petitio as~rufemak'rlg

~ These steps follow other actions the Auem:y has iaken to flfill the EPA’s continued |
" commitment to tr:,%m5pamz*cyw including” pzovxdmﬂ 2 writfen commitment o madliy internal
guidance with respect to record keeping, pending the completion of an Inspector General audir,
trammg of the-entire workforce on FOIA and records management, and the creation of 3 new
ebsite for disclosure of “Notices of Infent to Sue.” That website ¢an be found at
h*m [Pwrane 2pa.gov/orc/noi. itmi.

I am pleased to take action and finalize the commitmentsto which the Agency agreed dining
recent conversations vou and I had priorto the Environment and Public Works Commitice’s

business meeting to consider Gina McCarthy’s nomination to lead the EPPA. Thank vou for your
engagement with the EPA on these issues. If you have farther questions, please contact me or
nave your staff contact Arvin Ganesan, the EPA’s Associate Administrator for Congressional
and Intergovernmental Affairs-at (202) 564-5200.

Bob Perciasepe

Enclosures




