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PURPOSE 

On Friday, April 26, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 2318 of the Rayburn House Office Building, 
the Subcommittee on Energy and the Subcommittee on Environment of the Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology will hold a hearing entitled Review of Federal Hydraulic 
Fracturing Research Activities.  The purpose of this hearing is to review agencies’ hydraulic 
fracturing-related efforts, with a primary focus on examining progress under Executive Order 
13605 and the associated interagency Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and steering 
committee.   

WITNESS LIST 

 Dr. Kevin Teichmann, Senior Science Advisor, Office of Research and Development, 
Environmental Protection Agency 

 Mr. Guido DeHoratiis, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oil and Gas, Office of 
Fossil Energy, Department of Energy 

 Dr. David Russ, Regional Executive, Northeast Area, U.S. Geological Survey 

 Dr. Robin Ikeda, Acting Director, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, 
Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

On April 13, 2012, President Obama issued Executive Order 13605, which mandated the 
creation of a “high-level, interagency working group to facilitate coordinated Administration 
policy efforts to support safe and responsible unconventional natural gas development.”1 The 
stated intent of this effort was to “coordinate the efforts of Federal agencies responsible for 

                                                           
1President Barack Obama, “Executive Order—Supporting Safe and Responsible Development of Unconventional 
Domestic Natural Gas Resources,” April 13, 2012. Accessible at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2012/04/13/executive-order-supporting-safe-and-responsible-development-unconvention   
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overseeing the safe and responsible development of unconventional domestic natural gas 
resources.”2 The Executive Order required the interagency working group include 
representatives from nine different agencies and four offices of the White House, to support the 
safe and responsible production of domestic unconventional oil and gas.3  

 
 The group is tasked with coordinating agency policy activities and sharing scientific, 
environmental, and related technical and economic information. The group is also to engage in 
long-term planning and coordination among the appropriate Federal entities with respect to 
research, resource assessment, and infrastructure developments, and is required to consult with 
other agencies and offices as appropriate.  

Multi-Agency Collaboration on Unconventional Oil and Gas Research 
 

To execute the Executive Order, the Environmental Protection Agency, Department of 
Interior (DOI) and Department of Energy (DOE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) in which the respective agencies agree to develop a multi-agency program directed 
toward a focused, collaborative interagency effort to address high priority challenges associated 
with unconventional shale gas and tight oil resources. The interagency program is also to address 
and respond to the White House’s 2011 “Blueprint for a Secure Energy Future”4 and 
recommendations made by the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board Subcommittee on Natural 
Gas.5  

The agencies will identify research priorities and collaborate to sponsor work that improves 
understanding of the impacts related to development of our unconventional resources. The 
collaboration is intended to focus each Agency on its area of core competency, foster 
collaboration on research topics as appropriate, and bring coordination and consistency to the 
annual budget process. The core competencies are as follows: 

 DOE: wellbore integrity, flow, and control;  green technologies; systems engineering, 
imaging, and materials 

 USGS: resource assessment; hydrology and geology; land use, wildlife, and ecological 
impact 

 EPA: air monitoring; environment and human health risk; water quality 

The three agencies established a Steering Committee and announced its membership in May 
2012. According to the MOU, a research plan was required to be published “within 9 months of 
                                                           
2President Barack Obama, “Executive Order—Supporting Safe and Responsible Development of Unconventional 
Domestic Natural Gas Resources,” April 13, 2012. Accessible at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2012/04/13/executive-order-supporting-safe-and-responsible-development-unconvention   
3
 The 9 Agencies included in the Executive Order are the Departments of Defense, Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, 

Health and Human Services, Transportation, Energy, Homeland Security, and the Environmental Protection Agency. 
The 4 offices of the White House are the Council on Environmental Quality, Office of Science and Technology 
Policy, Office of Management and Budget, and the National Economic Council.  
4
 The White House, Blueprint for a Secure Energy Future, March 30, 2011. Accessible at: 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/blueprint_secure_energy_future.pdf 
5 Secretary of Energy Advisory Board Shale Gas Production Subcommittee, Second Ninety Day Report, November 
18, 2011. Accessible at: http://www.shalegas.energy.gov/resources/111811_final_report.pdf 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/04/13/executive-order-supporting-safe-and-responsible-development-unconvention
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/04/13/executive-order-supporting-safe-and-responsible-development-unconvention
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formation” of the Steering Committee—however, the resulting January 2013 deadline was 
missed. A formal research plan is yet to be released. Additionally, in January EPA’s Science 
Advisor informally announced that the Department of Health and Human Services would be 
joining the Steering Committee.6 While there has been no formal announcement or confirmation 
that HHS has joined the steering committee, the Agency does conduct hydraulic fracturing 
research initiatives in various areas, particularly within the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Control Registry.   

To this end, the President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget request allocated $38 million 
among DOE ($12 million), EPA ($8 million) and DOI’s U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) ($18 
million) to carry out the interagency initiative.  

The President’s FY 2014 budget request includes funding to continue this initiative. 
However, the budget requests did not include additional details regarding the steering committee 
research plan, which has not yet been released.  

 DOE requests $12 million for the interagency collaboration. DOE’s total request for 
Natural Gas Technologies was $17 million for FY 2014, the same as the FY 2013 
request.  

 USGS requests $18.6 million to support the interagency collaboration in FY 2014.7  

 EPA requests $8 million in FY 2014 to “expand work with DOE and the USGS under a 
memorandum of agreement on hydraulic fracturing research which will analyze the 
potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on air, ecosystem and water quality.”8 This is to 
be managed primarily by the Office of Research and Development.  

Additional Reading:  

 Executive Order, Supporting Safe and Responsible Development of Unconventional 
Domestic Natural Gas Resources, April 13, 2012. Accessible at: 
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/04/13/executive-order-supporting-safe-and-
responsible-development-unconvention 

 Memorandum on Multi-Agency Collaboration on Unconventional Oil and Gas Research, 
DOE, DOI, EPA, April 13, 2012. Accessible at: 
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageid=2
89759  

 Multi-Agency Collaboration on Unconventional Oil and Gas Research. Presentation 
accessible at: http://unconventional.energy.gov/pdf/Multi-
Agency_ResearchPlanPresent.pdf  

 

                                                           
6 Agencies Expand Fracking Research Panel To Add HHS, Weigh GHG Impacts, Inside EPA, January 14, 2013. 
Accessible at:  http://insideepa.com/201301142421426/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/agencies-expand-fracking-
research-panel-to-add-hhs-weigh-ghg-impacts/menu-id-95.html  
7 U.S. Geological Survey, President’s 2014 USGS Budget Proposal Strengthens Science, April 10, 2013. Accessible 
at: http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3556&from=rss#.UWwvS8pLkXg 
8
 Environmental Protection Agency. FY 2014 EPA Budget in Brief, P. 21. Accessible at: 

http://www2.epa.gov/planandbudget/fy2014#budget 
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