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I rise in support of H.R. 4323, the Supporting Veterans in STEM Careers Act. I thank Mr. Dunn and Mr. Takano for introducing this good legislation.

The demand for a workforce equipped with STEM skills is growing.  At the same time, many veterans developed valuable technical skills during their service. We must do more to take advantage of those skills and increase veteran participation in STEM careers if we are to meet workforce demands. 

This summer, I was pleased to see passage of the Forever GI Bill, which extended GI benefits for veterans enrolled in STEM degree programs. Now that STEM degrees are more accessible for veterans, we must do more to support veterans during their transition into STEM degree programs and careers. 

H.R. 4323 directs NSF to report data on veterans in STEM studies and careers and to develop a plan to increase outreach to veterans. 

The bill also creates an interagency committee that will examine how federal programs and policies can best be leveraged to equip veterans with the skills they need to transition into STEM careers.  H.R. 4323 is a good step toward strengthening our STEM workforce and creating opportunities for an eminently deserving sector of our citizenry.

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. I reserve the balance of my time.
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